Fetal expression of the leg extension response to anogenital stimulation.
The leg extension response (LER) is normally exhibited by rat pups in response to maternal anogenital licking. Data in the present report document that (1) LER is elicited by anogenital stimulation of the 20-day-old rat fetus, and (2) fetal LER continues to be expressed following thoracic spinal transection. Prenatal development of the leg extension response anticipates its postnatal function.